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Proposed Transportation Improvement Program Amendment 
Amendment Timeframe 
The April 2024 amendment to the 2024-2029 Walla Walla Valley Metropolitan and Regional 
Transportation Improvement Program (M/RTIP) includes the years 2024 through 2027.  

Projects Included 
The April 2024 Amendment proposes adding STBG(BR) funding to the Walla Walla County and City of 
Walla Walla projects and reduced STBG/ FTA 5310 funding to the Oregon Department of Transportation 
project. Additional project details also shown in Appendix A. 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
Project Name: 23605 - OR CTUIR Funds Transfer FFY21 
Amendment: Add a new transit project in the 2024-2027 M/RTIP as secured in the amount of $229,764 
in federal funds and $229,764 in local funds for a total project cost of $459,528. 
Improvement: Walla Walla Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 5307 allocation 
transferred to 5311 for federal fiscal year 2021. Projects will be administered by ODOT as the direct 
recipient. 
Total Estimated Project Cost: $459,528 
 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
Project Name: 21974 - Enhanced Mobility Program - Umatilla Co FFY22 
Amendment: Increase project estimate by $7,879 to match FTA grant/allocation amount. 
Improvement: Enhanced mobility small urban program funding to improve transportation services to 
the special needs, seniors, and other transit-dependent populations in rural areas. 
Total Estimated Project Cost: $30,831 
 

Washington Department of Transportation 
Project Name: 512502R36 - SR 125/Plaza Way - Railroad Crossing Improvements 
Amendment: The amendment indicates that the funding for the PIN total and construction (CN) phase 
has increased, i.e., PIN total by $864,805 and CN by $710,310. 
Improvement: The existing railroad crossing surface on SR 125 at Plaza Way in Walla Walla has 
deteriorated and needs to be replaced. Funding is for the reconstruction of the railroad crossing, add 
appropriate railroad safety devices, and construct sidewalk improvements to improve crossing safety 
and remove a gap in the active transportation network at this location. 
Total Estimated Project Cost: $3,045,30 
 
Project Name: 573001G36 - US 730/3.0 Miles N of Oregon Border - Rockfall Prevention 
Amendment: The funding has increased for the RW by $1,400 and construction phases by $28,553. 
Additionally, the PIN total has increased by $30,317. The partial construction phase has already been 
obligated and will be removed from the second WIN during the closure process. PE has already been 
obligated. The project length has changed from 0.21 to 0.25. Ending Termini changed from 3.11 to 3.15. 
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Improvement: WSDOT's geotechnical division has identified this unstable slope as a potential hazard 
to the traveling public based on recorded vehicle/ rock collisions and repeated call-outs to remove 
rocks from the roadway. This project will remove loose rocks, install rock bolts, wire mesh, concrete 
barrier, and flexible rockfall fence. These measures will reduce the potential for collisions by minimizing 
the risk of rocks reaching the roadway. 
Total Estimated Project Cost: $1,345,818 

Project Prioritization 
The projects programmed for implementation in the Walla Walla Valley region (see map in Appendix B), 
were selected and prioritized using a performance-based and data-driven process that considered 
project readiness, safety, system preservation, quality of life, connectivity, and efficiency impacts. 

Important Findings 
Funding Availability 
The secured projects in the 2024-2029 M/RTIP must have committed sources of funding. Close coordination 
with the Oregon and Washington State Department of Transportations (ODOT and WSDOT), as well as 
other federal or state granting agencies, ensures that the M/RTIP is fiscally constrained.  

In general, availability for Walla Walla Valley-specific Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG), 
Transportation Alternatives (TA), and Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) funds is tied to allocation 
provided through WSDOT. The following tables summarize the funding assumptions for the STBG, TA, 
and CRP programs from 2024 through 2027. 
 

STBG (WA) 2024 2025 2026 2027 
Total 
2024-2027 

Urban $624,688 $624,688 $624,688 $624,688 $2,498,752 
Rural $505,067 $505,067 $505,067 $505,067 $2,020,268 

Any Area $199,368 $199,368 $199,368 $199,368 $797,472 

Yearly Total $1,329,123 $1,329,123 $1,329,123 $1,329,123 $5,316,492 

Funds Carry-
Over to 2024 $863,268     $863,268 

2023-2026 
Projects carried $651,201 $2,051,920    $2,703,121 

STBG Available for Newly Programmed Projects  $3,476,639 

TA (WA) 2024 2025 2026 2027 
Total 
2024-2027 

Urban $61,593 $61,593 $61,593 $61,593 $246,372 
Rural $12,783 $12,783 $12,783 $12,783 $51,132 

Any Area $41,837 $41,837 $41,837 $41,837 $167,348 
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Yearly Total $116,213 $116,213 $116,213 $116,213 $464,852 

Funds Carry-
Over to 2024 $170,464     $170,464 

2023-2026 
Projects carried $0 $257,943 $224,224  $482,167 

TA Available for Newly Programmed Projects  $153,149 

CRP (WA) 2024 2025 2026 2027 
Total 
2024-2027 

Urban $75,067 $75,067 $75,067 $75,067 $300,268 
Rural $26,375 $26,375 $26,375 $26,375 $105,500 

Any Area $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Yearly Total $101,442 $101,442 $101,442 $101,442 $405,768 

Funds Carry-
Over to 2024 $243,515     $243,515 

2023-2026 
Projects carried $248,725 $150,505 $123,250  $522,480 

CRP Available for Newly Programmed Projects  $126,803 
Source: WSDOT financial data 

 

Funding availability for other sources of funds are tied to each project sponsor’s demonstration of specific 
funding awards, which are routinely verified by WWVMPO/SRTPO staff. 

Lastly, the DOTs will also review the amendment and the associated fiscal constraint prior to inclusion 
into their respective STIP during this amendment cycle. 

Consistency with Local, Regional, and State Plans 
The projects included in the April 2024 Amendment are consistent with the goals and objectives of local 
comprehensive plans, the Walla Walla Valley Metropolitan and Regional Transportation - 2045 Plan, and 
the Oregon and Washington State Transportation Plans. 

Air Quality Conformity 
As a part of its compliance with 40 CFR 93, which governs air quality conformity, the WWVMPO/SRTPO 
certifies that these amended projects will resurface and/or rehabilitate pavement, update pavement 
markings, and add guardrails. According to 40 CFR 93.126, these projects are therefore exempted from 
the requirement to determine air quality conformity. 

The agency thus finds that the projects included in this April 2024 Amendment to the 2024-2029 
M/RTIP will not cause air quality to degrade to levels that would be in violation of the allowed standards 
for particulate matter with a diameter less than or equal to ten micrometers (PM10). 

https://wwvmpo.org/uploads/3/5/3/8/35381422/2045_plan_final_pb_review.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=569c219d4c0e91c96b3aff073d12f3df&mc=true&node=pt40.22.93&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=569c219d4c0e91c96b3aff073d12f3df&mc=true&node=pt40.22.93&rgn=div5#se40.22.93_1126
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Public Involvement 
Citizens and interested parties are provided with the opportunity to comment on any M/RTIP 
amendment, as required under the IIJA Act.  

The public review period for the April 2024 Amendment to the 2024-2029 M/RTIP will be held from 
March 5 through March 18, 2024. Public notices announcing the availability of the draft will be 
published in the newspapers of record. An electronic copy will be posted on the WWVMPO website at 
https://wwvmpo.org/public-participation.html.  

Public comments received are included in Appendix C. 

Conclusion 
After review and analysis of the proposed changes and additions, and as called out in the previously 
mentioned findings, WWVMPO/SRTPO concludes that the April 2024 Amendment to the 2024-2029 
M/RTIP is in compliance with the requirements of RCW 47.80.023 which governs regional transportation 
planning, 23 USC 134 and 49 USC 5303 which govern the metropolitan transportation planning process, 
as well as 42 USC 7401 (et seq.) and 40 CFR 93 which govern air quality and associated conformity 
determination.

https://wwvmpo.org/public-participation.html
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Appendices 
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Appendix B – Public Comments 
Public Comment Period - March 5 through March18, 2024 

The public comment period for the April 2024 Amendment to the WWVMPO/SRTPO 2024-2029 
Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Improvement Program (M/RTIP) will be held from March 5 
through March 18, 2024.  

Comments received on this M/RTIP from the public, committee members, or any local organization, 
whether positive or negative, are handled in the following manner:  

♦ All comments are requested in writing. 
♦ Comments concerning specific projects are forwarded to the sponsoring agency or jurisdiction. 
♦ A copy, or summaries of substantive comments, will be provided to the Technical Advisory 

Committee and Policy Board for their evaluation. 
♦ A written response is provided to the individual or organization concerning recommendations or 

decisions arising from the Policy Board meeting or the sponsoring entity, as appropriate. 
♦ Copies of all comments received on the M/RTIP amendment are included in the final document. 
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